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When | stayed at Sénanque (France), one evening | went for
a walk through the meadows that were close to the entrance.
All of a sudden the porter came to me: , A gentleman asks
to speak to you.” —, Me? Does he know me?“ — ,Yes, un-
doubtedly, he saw you and referred to you.” — ,So | will go
and meet him.” He turned out to be a good looking man,
very well dressed, with noble manners; but he seemed to
be completely bewildered. Only a few feet away a beauti-
ful black horse was grazing, the most beautiful horse | had
ever seen. ,,Oh, what a beautiful animal!“ —,,Sir,” the visitor
said to me, ,,| do not know you, but | saw you from a dis-
tance and | sent for you. Please save me! | went for a ride to
drown myself, but in the end | could not. My horse carried

me over the rocks and stopped at your gate.” (to be continued
next month)

This Month’s Heartfelt Matters

* The love in us will become ever greater, deeper and richer,
the more we give it to others. This is no doubt the great-
est secret. Let us find out this secret, shall we?

,If there are many dwellings in Heaven, there will also be
many ways to get there.” (St. Teresa of Avila)

With very kind regards and the blessing of Saint Joseph | say

goodbye again,
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Lay Community of St Joseph

Joseph,
Protector of Those Consecrated to GOD

Mary says on the matter: ,| know that you understand.
But you will see me crying still more bitterly. For the time
being, | will relieve your spirit by showing you Joseph’s
holiness. He was a man, that is, he had no other help for
his spirit except his holiness. | had all the gifts of grace
of GOD in my condition of Immaculate. | did not know |
was such. But the grace was active in my soul and gave
her strength. But he was not immaculate. Humanity was
in him with all its painful burden and he had to struggle
to rise towards perfection with all this heavy weight, at
the cost of continuous efforts of all his faculties to reach
perfection and be agreeable to GOD.

Oh! You, my holy Spouse! Holy in everything, also in the
most humble things in life! Holy for your angelical chas-
tity! Holy for your honourability as a human being! Holy
for your patience, for your being a hardworking man, for
your ever constant serenity and for modesty! — His holi-
ness shines also in this event. A priest says to him: ,You
ought to settle here.” And fully aware of the greater hard-
ships he would have to face, he replies: It is nothing for
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me. | am concerned with Mary’s grief. If it was
not for that, | would not be upset. I’'m satisfied
when it will help JESUS.” JESUS and Mary: his
angelical love is devoted to them. This my holy
Spouse loved nothing else on earth. And he sa-
crificed himself as a servant to that love.

They elected him Protector of Christian families,
of workers and many other groups. But he should /
be appointed Patron not only of dying people, '
of married couples, of miners, but also of those
consecrated to GOD. Who amongst the peopler ™
on earth consecrated to GOD — whoever, they
may be — has consecrated themselves as he did
to the service of his GOD, accepting everything,

!, “-f}; .

foregoing everything, bearing everything, fulfilling every-i’
thing with quickness, with a cheerful mind, with unwavering
composure? No, there is no one else like him.

And | wish to draw your attention to another point, nay two
points. Zacharias is a priest. Joseph is not. But you must note
how he, who is not a priest, has a spirit oriented more heav-
enward than the priest’s. Zacharias thinks in a human way,
and with his human reason he expounds the Scriptures; and
it is not the first time he does so. He allows himself to be led
by his good human sense. And he was punished for it accord-
ingly. But he relapses, although less gravely. With regard to
John’s birth he had said: ,How can that happen, if | am old,
and my wife is barren?‘ (Lk 1,18) Now he says: ,To smooth
His way, He is to be brought up here.” And with that subtle
root of pride that persists also in the best people, he thinks
that he can be useful to JESUS. Not useful in the sense that

Joseph wanted to be, by serving Him, but by
teaching Him... GOD forgave him because of his
good intention. But did the Master need other
teachers?

| endeavoured to make him see the truth of the
prophecies. But he felt he was more learned than
l.was and made use of this feeling of his in his
‘own way. | could have insisted and outdone him,

but this is the other point | wanted to draw your
\ ﬁ‘attentlon to: | respected the priest because of
his dignity, not because of his knowledge. In ge-
neral, a priest is always enlightened by GOD. |
said ‘in general.’ He is enlightened when he is a
real priest. It is not the robe that sanctifies, it is

the soul. To judge whether someone is a real priest, one

must consider what comes out of his soul. As JESUS said
(Mt 15,11; 18,19): ,The things that sanctify or contaminate
come out from the soul; and they characterise the whole
behaviour of an individual person.” So, when someone is a
real priest, he is generally inspired by GOD. We must have
a supernatural charity and pray for the others, who are not

such.”
Excerpt from “The Poem of the Man-GOD” by Maria Valtorta

,,D0 You Know Who St. Joseph Is?“

At the end of the 19th century the Abbot of Fontfroide, Fa-
ther John Leonard, witnessed a special act of mercy shown
by St. Joseph to a soul who called on him regularly. This is
his report:



