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He who takes time for reflection
will also find his destiny

Let us ask St Joseph to teach us to carry our crosses — little
crosses. If we truly love GOD, then we will also love the cross.
For us to be able to carry every cross, we must ask for this
love. Then we need not ask where the crosses come from;
they always come from GOD. What we suffered yesterday
is past, but not the merits if we carried the suffering out of
love. GOD does not (usually) demand us to be martyred,
but: that we die — to self — to self-will.

This Month’s Heartfelt Matters

e To love GOD wholeheartedly, to open ourselves to Him,
as St Josef did.

Indeed, it is GOD who directs, ordains, guides and orders
everything, also in this difficult time. Therefore, we want to
continue to ask and work in childlike simplicity, in the faith
and in confidence in St Josef, with his example present to
our minds.

With heartfelt New Year greetings, good wishes and the

blessing of St Joseph,
Sbotter et

Lay Community of St Joseph

Modest Life

The Holy Scripture remains almost completely silent
about St Joseph. It was GOD’s will to keep the Holy Fa-
mily hidden from the world until JESUS Himself lifted this
veil. The people had not deserved to have knowledge
about this secret, and the SON of GOD had to grow up
under the cover of concealment. Joseph had the great
election to be daily with JESUS. Next to Mary, the Im-
maculate Mother, Joseph had the greatest share in grace.

Joseph lived a hidden life. His virtuous merits, his good
deeds in his family and towards so many poor people re-
mained hidden. He teaches us that it is possible to live
happily without great pomp, that real fame is possible
without fuss and showing off — simply through the tes-
timony of modesty, honesty, of serving and silence. If we
follow the example of St Joseph, the world has little in-
fluence on us. We see and hear the hustle and bustle,
but it does not impress us. The glory of this world does
not last.

It is a great help for us to contemplate the greatness and
dignity of St Joseph in order to understand his hidden
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life, which he loved so much. Let us also admire the variety
of ways that Joseph went without questioning why. He trusted
and believed. He knew the Scriptures and the sayings of so
many prophets. But it never occurred to him that he could ;
once call JESUS CHRIST and His Mother his own. . s

The Apostles were sent out into the world and Joseph \;ﬁ
sent into hiding. With a veil Joseph was supposed to ke

the SAVIOUR hidden. Under this mysterious veil was also hid-
den the virginal, Immaculate Mary. Let us pay careful atten-
tion to this hidden life in which JESUS enclosed Himself with
His Mother. — Let us not be anxious to appear great before
men, but let us think: ,GOD sees it, that is enough.” If w
have a high position, an important profession, if our life tak
place in public, let us not forget to keep in mind the gt
inward turned life of St Joseph, to emulate his example
us use, if it is possible, quiet moments, in order to esc
the noise and bustle and to listen inwardly — to hear G
words.

An Already Deceased Priest Tells His Story . b, N

»I was in the seminary. Since my parents were not wea&hy
and were living off a small farm, they could give me only lit-
tle money. The studies were expensive and so were the :
cessary books. Once | even had to go into debt to the t
of 260 DM. Since | could not return the money for the t
being, | signed a bill of exchange in the assumption thg
would somehow be able to cope with it. The day of the r:
demption of the bill of exchange came closer and closer an
nowhere was there a possibility to acquire the necessary
money. For a theology student this would have had con-

sequences. My parents would have been frightened out
~of their wits, because only by extreme thrift could they
_ help their son to study. So, | made a novena to St Joseph.
' | implored his help and relied on him completely. The day
of redemption had already arrived. No ray of hope! My
‘mood was almost desperate. Depressed and full of wor-
ries, | once again sought refuge with St Joseph during the
orning Holy Mass. | almost wanted to doubt his inter-
cession and hold a grudge against him. He had always been
ne of my favourite Saints; how could he suddenly fail? It
uld not be possible!

his mood | went back to the seminary after the Holy
ss. Our seminary dean came to meet me and told me
it money had been left for me. An old man with a beard
id given it to him. Of course, | wanted to know who that
man was and asked at the gate. Nobody knew anything

about an old man. It was exactly the sum that was
due for the bill. My first thought was, ‘That was
pretty sure St Joseph. Later | came to talk about
this matter again with the seminary dean. | told
him about the novena, about my fervent pleas in
that time of exceedingly great need, and about my
special devotion to St Joseph. Then | suddenly felt
an illumination of the dean, who told me quite
spontaneously and enthusiastically: ,Then | have
been allowed to shake hands with St Joseph!““ —
More than once in his private life, Father B. Reu-
ter told this true story in deep gratitude.

(Excerpt from “And again St Joseph helped”,
A. M. Weigl)



