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school!” The doctor there took care of him, engaged in
conversations, and let him go home after ten days. From
then on, my foster son vowed not to drink alcohol again. He
joined a church choir, in which he is still enthusiastically in-
volved, found a very decent girlfriend, and tried to learn a
new profession in evening classes. | firmly believe that St
Joseph heard my plea. (E. G. in W.-B.)

This Month’s Heartfelt Matters

e This month we want to please St Joseph in particular by
offering at least a part of the Rosary to his wonderful
Spouse — for HER intentions.

| wish everyone a beautiful, gloriously colourful autumn
season.

With kind regards and the blessing of Saint Joseph, | say

goodbye again,
\/éMa Bucts

Lay Community of St Joseph

St Joseph — One of a Kind

At his circumcision GOD had taken away original sin from
him. From then on, Joseph had great knowledge.

Joseph came from royal blood and was in figure and ap-
pearance one of the most handsome amongst men. No
wonder, for he was to be married to the purest and most
beautiful Virgin, who was the most wonderful amongst
all the daughters of men. Consequently, Joseph must have
been most like her in body and soul.

Francisco Suarez SJ writes:

,St Joseph, commissioned by GOD as the Patron of the
miraculous Virgin, stands as Providence made visible. He
is the first on earth to experience and grasp the full height
of GOD’s plan that there should be people in the New
Covenant who, for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven,
want to renounce all the worldly comfort of the senses.
Thus, the humble Son of David rises to a greatness that
extends his patronage over the wonderful Virgin to the
whole world.
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He holds his protecting hand over the great multitude of
those who in the new Jerusalem sing a song that no one can
sing, following the Lamb wherever He goes. Thus, above all
he is the Patron of the religious state. Does he not thereby
stand far aloof from the Christian who is not called to this

lonely height, but who strives in faithfulness to GOD on thes.

path of Christian marriage? Oh no! That is the uniquenes
of St Joseph, that he is both Guardian of the Virgin as wel
as Spouse, being himself a virgin and a father.”

St Joseph was so poor and despised in his lifetime that even
the Son of Man was occasionally reproached for His see-"

mingly lowly poverty. Joseph was and is a friend of poverty
He had divested himself of all that is earthly. He also kne
about the true meaning of poverty in spirit, which JES
beatified in the Sermon on the Mount. He also lived hur
lity, purity of heart, meekness, and devotion. Fulfilling GC 'S,
will was constantly on his mind. I

He carried out his daily work with great zeal and devotion i

had a merciful and kind heart for everyone. The poor,

suffering and the dying were especially close to his hea ~_

Let us live our lives in such a way as is pleasing to St Josep
and let us strive to live our lives in such a way as to proves
ourselves worthy of his constant protection and interce
sion. !

Pope John XXIII writes:

»| always love him, the Saint in working clothes, always put
all my trust in him and never does he disappoint me. Even

now, when heavy sorrows weigh me down as head of
Christendom, | turn to him, the silent Saint at the carpen-
ter’s bench, who is at the same time the Patron of the
Church, as he once stood protectively before Mary and
her divine Child.”

That Was the Most Salutary School for Me

Vly foster son had married at 21. But after only one year,
he marriage was divorced. From then on, he was indiffe-
nt to everyday life and started drinking. For years | had
s grief. Last summer, the drinking days became longer
d longer. That is when he missed work for the first time.

ad been praying for years that the dear LORD might
ow him the way to return to the Church. Now, in my dis-
tress, | called upon St Joseph. And he really did ans-
wer my prayer. However, my foster son had to go
- a hard way.

When he had been drinking for three days straight
again, | called out to St Joseph in desperation: ,What
am | to do? So, | took the phone and called an
ambulance there and then — without a doctor’s
referral — and drove my foster son to a psychiatric
hospital. | was lucky that he signed a statement
there to come “voluntarily.”

When the gates closed behind him, he ranted and
raved at me. But after witnessing the drinkers’
misery for two days and learning how far they had
come, he told me: ,That was the most salutary



